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BOOKS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 
BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


Gruenberg, Sidonie Matsner- fd. Garden City 
LET'S READ A STORY $2.95 


The expert hand of Mrs. Gruenberg here insures a competency of selection 
that is thoroughly dependable. But somehow, the emphasis on choice of stories for 
the matter of fact youngsters who want stories that might be about themselves and 
their own experiences lends a character to the collection that is healthful and 
soothing rather than vivid reading - and all with happy endings and familiar scenes. 
Nowhere a suggestion of conflict, of violence or excitement, which strains vitality 
and leaves a sense of emasculated literature for the over-protected young. This 
despite the roll-call of eminent writers:- A. A. Milne, Wanda Gag, Miriam Clark 
Potter, Margaret Wise Brown, Dorothy Aldis, Carolyn Haywood, Phyllis McGinley and 
others. But one still longs for a dash of paprika and a pinch of spice. Virginia 
Parsons' illustrations are in key with the pleasantly cheerful note, but seem to us 
undistinguished . A special cloth, reinforced editon is available at no extra cost 
to J.L.G. subscribers. (Publ. LC:57-9852) 


Zimnik, Reiner Pantheon 
THE PROUD CIRCUS HORSE Cloth; $2.75 


o e e Chafed at his bit. He worked with Old Tom, a kindly clown at Happy 
Days Circus. Though audiences admired his nimble dancing, the horse grew sick and 
tired of circus dust. He longed for freedom. But he found after he ran away that 
pastures belong to farmers. They would give him no oats if he would not pull their 
carts, so the proud circus horse pulled plows and carts to earn his food. Then a 
bandit heard of his speed, stole him and rubbed him with soot for midnight rides. 
When the bandit was felled the proud circus horse appreciated at last the good home 
he had had with Old Tom at Happy Days Circus and found his way back posthaste. 
Another whimsical allegory with artfully haphazard pen and inks by the author-illustrator 
of Jonah the Fisherman. Side sewn. (Publ. 1C:57-10242) 


EASY READING 


Barnum, Jay Hyde Morrow 
MOTORCYCLE DOG Cloth; $2.50 


This is an easy reading action story -- of more interest probably to boys 
than to girls. Tex is a daredevil motorcycle stunt rider in search of a new act for 
the Sussex Fair. Jo-Jo, the clown, and Tex befriend a small stray pup, Puddles, and 
teach him many tricks as Tex perfects a daring new thriller act using jump ramps. On 
opening night Puddles disappears. Tex starts his motorcycle act and the dog appears 
suddenly in the ring heading straight for the speeding motorcycle. With impromptu 
nerve, Tex holds out his arm, the dog leaps up on it and a new act is born. The story 
is exciting, and if the sequences are slightly involved, the many illustrations will 
help to clarify them. Probably the readership for this will be the more adventurous 
and independent seven year old. First graders will need it read to them, but advanced 
second graders could go it alone. Illustrated by the author in black, white and red 
-- with more enthusiasm than skill. (1/29. LC:57-10402) 
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Earle, Olive L. Morrow 
WHITE PATCH: A City Sparrow $2.50 


* A delightful little bird story, perfect to integrate with initial nature study ®@ 
units in the first three grades, and a pleasure read aloud to children or read independent- 
ly, this follows the winged career of White Patch, a city sparrow, whose first home had 
been a nest on a ledge in Castle Clinton, of New York's Battery Park. There is a wealth 
of compressed bird lore, presented freshly, with a real feeling of affinity for the 
sparrow's miniature charms and habits. Little children will find White Patch's dust bath 
fascinating, and make his enemies -- the peregrine falcon and prowling cats -- their own. 
White Patch emigrated (via ferry boat) to Governor's Island where he found delicacies, 
grasshoppers and grit. White Patch's romance is far more tender than many of adult fiction, 
and he is as amusing a parent as Dagwood. A book to engender such projects as bird feeding 
stations and baths -- illustrated by the author's keen eyed draughtsmanship in black and 
white. A real charmer with gift possibilities as well. (1/29. L¢:58-5015) 


Lattimore, Eleanor Frances Morrow 
HAPPINESS FOR KIMI Cloth; $2.50 


Eleanor Frances Lattimore switches her easy reading sights from China to Japan 
for the story of Kimi, a spunky little girl, left with Aunt Nishi while her mother is in the 
city. As Aunt Nishi, a conservative, fusses over Kimi's shortcomings in serving tea and 
arranging flowers and Kimi persuades her to allow Mitsu, a cat in the house, the reader 
absorbs some Japanese atmosphere --but not enough to make the story in any way noteworthy. 
It was the egg woman, rumored to be a witch, who had given Mitsu to Kimi. All comes well 
as the egg woman's remedy cures Aunt Nishi's toothache and Mitsu vanquishes invading mice. 
Though the words themselves are easy and the sentences are short, the story moves somewhat 
obliquely: it is a little involved --almost obscure, in contradiction to the earlier The 
Journey of Ching Lai which moved easily and directly. This is illustrated as usual by the 
author. Fair stitching. (1/29. LC 358-5019) ©} 


RELIGIOUS JUVENILES 


Vision Books Series Farrar, Straus 


1/2 $1.95 


Homan, Helen Walker - ST. ANTHONY AND THE CHRIST CHILD - Saint Anthony of Padua 
was a Portuguese youth who aspired to become a knight. Instead he became an Augustinian 
monk, then later left the Augustinians to become a member of the newly formed Order of 
Friars Minor, founded by St. Francis of Assisi. The author relies on good sources for her 
material, but of necessity uses imagination in describing the early life of the great 
preacher and miracle worker. Against a background of thirteenth century knighthood and 
clerical life we see his constant devotion to the Christ Child --climaxed by His appearance 
to the saint. Colorful descriptions and dramatic incidents are developed in inscriptional, 
easy to read style. Imprimatur. (1C03:58-5115) 


McCarthy, Helen A. - LYDIA LONGLEY, THE FIRST AMERICAN NUN - Lydia Longley was 
@ Puritan girl in Groton, Massachusetts, who witnessed the massacre by Indians of most of 
her family during the French and Indian wars. Abducted and sold for ransom to the French 
in Montreal, she became the ward of a pious, wealthy and cultivated French Catholic house- 
hold. Educated by the Sisters of Notre Dame, she became a convert to Catholicism, then 
a nun in their congregation. The story of the girl from Groton who becomes accustomed to 
and enamored of the French Catholics among whom she has come to live is beautiful, inspiring 
and imaginative. (1C:58-5114) 
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Golden Books Series Simon & Schuster 
Publ. Paper over Board; $4.98 
Goldencraft Lib. Edition available 


Gilkyson, Terry - BIBLE SONGS AND STORIES - Sixteen major Biblical stories 
in seventeen pages is more than ambitious. When there are large scale illustrations 
by Rojankovsky - as well -- not quite up to Rojankovsky's better work -- radical 
truncation is necessary. We feel that most of the literary quality and story content 
has been sacrificed. A long playing record is included, with folk song interpreta- 
tions of childhood's favorite characters, Adam and Eve, Cain and Abel, Moses, etci. 
We ‘feel ‘that this shortchanges the solemnity of the Biblical heritage. Too much in 
too little space. One gets the impression that Rojankovsky hurried through this 
assignment, though a couple of the illustrations are superior. The stories are 
digested into virtual extinction. Some may wish to add the record to their record 
shelves. As a book, per se, however, it does not stand on its own. (Publ.) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN- FICTION 


Epstein, Sam & Beryl Coward McCann 
JACKKNIFE FOR A PENNY $2.75 


* The Hopkins homestead was in Mattituck, Long Island, and the British were 
in control. Though Cousin Bess and pretty Parny, her daughter, already sheltered 
Gideon, Tim's elder brother, they made newcomer Tim welcome too. Tim's heart was 
set on a knife. Gideon - too busy arranging to join the Patriot army - could not 
supply it. When he left, he cautioned Tim to help the cause. For a time Tim thought 
Cousin Bess and Parny were Tories, for outwardly they sympathized with Lieutenant 
Green and Captain Scott, the British soldiers who confiscated their crops and were 
quartered at the Hopkins house. Neighbor Peter Bell, son of a hoarding opportunist 
who alleged fealty to the King, almost thwarted Tim's concealment of a sabotage fire 
set by the Patriots. But Tim had discovered the culvert in which Mr. Bell hid his 
cattle. When Tim later learns that a raid planned by the Patriots on a British sloop 
will be ambushed by the British -- who used the vessel as a decoy -- he warns them 
in time to prevent capture. Tim is rewarded with the jackknife of Nathan Hale. 
Thwacking action, good plot, adventure, this is a characterful adventure story with . 
a hero who invokes both sympathy and admiration. (1/30) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN- NON-FICTION 


Reinfeld, Fred Garden City 
FUN WITH STAMP COLLECTING $2.95 


Never paste stamps in your album .... Don't buy the most expensive albums 
as a beginner .. . Watch for the release date of a first issue stamp and send a 
self-addressed envelope to the post office... these and other intricacies of 
philately are explained in an introductory book on stamp collecting. The format is 
similar to picture story books with many drawings and reproductions of stamps, well 
spaced with pleasing ratios of white space about the illustrations. The terms and 
tools of collecting are explained cogently. Specialized collections are suggested 
-- of portrait stamps, of a single hemisphere or continent, of new countries, cf 
memorial or air mail stamps. An extra soupcon of excitement lies in the chapter 
describing "fabulous rarities and famous collections":- the 1856 British Guiana 
stamp, valued at $40,000; the opulent son of eccentric Hetty Green who bought 
$77,000 worth of stamps in a single day; and amusing as well as valuable examples 
of "inverts". An attractive how-to-do it book for the beginner. Illustrations by 
W. T. Mars are black and white. (Publ. 1¢:57-11319) 
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Gibson, Katherine- Retold by Harper 
THE TALL BOOK OF BIBLE STORIES $1.95 


The great old Biblical stories of interest to boys and girls are here; Creation; 
Noah's Ark; Abraham and Isaac; Joseph and his brothers; Moses in the bullrushes; David 
and Goliath; Jonah and the Whale; the story of Esther; episodes from Jesus' life ending 
with the Resurrection. The language retains Biblical character --somewhat simplified. 
Not so simple, however, that children under seven might not find it difficult when read 
aloud. For those above seven hearing it, or reading independently, this is a judicious 
sampling. The elongated format is illustrated by Ted Chaiko. The colors are bright, 
almost Oriental in feeling. Profuse use of stylized leaf and flower motifs carry out the 
Biblical character: they suggest illuminated manuscripts to a degree though the pages are 
a little “busy". Also disturbing is the use of a mixture of styles. While the border 
designs are stylized, the vignette illustrations are representational and three dimensional. 
In the narrow confines of the format, this break in character is especially unharmonious. 
We feel that the book would be more unified artistically had the illustrator chosen either 
@ straight representational or a stylized design approach. It is a little different 
presentation. (Publ. LC:57-10952) 


Buehr, Walter Morrow 
UNDERGROUND RICHES $2.50 


* A social studies supplement on mining with enough vitality to sustain interest 
and leave appetite for further investigation, this tight compendium carries the reader 
down into the shafts of a coal mine and on location for a first hand look at open-pit iron 
ore strip mining. A brief prospectus covers the major gold rushes and dredging operations. 
Too brief to be considered a self-sufficient text, it is nonetheless a fine book to dovetail 
with more comprehensive volumes. Insights into the dangers still facing miners and the 
incredible hazards of miners of the past are well done. The author's illustrations are 


cross section diagrams and dramatic representations of miners at work. (1/29. LC:58-5014) 6 


Syme, Ronald Morrow 
CARTIER: Finder of the St. Lawrence $2.50 


Another biography by the author who has chronicled the discoveries of many of 
the New World's explorers. Though Ronald Syme has written some gripping biographies earlier, 
this latest "thin" volume has a sluggish tempo -- caused perhaps by too many sentences of 
the same length, too much unalleviated use of the active tense. Cartier has been less 
heralded in juvenile books than many other pathfinders. But Esther Averill offered a more 
than competent exposition of his life story in Cartier Sails the St. Lawrence, (Harper, 1956). 
Ro jankovsky's illustrations were a further booster. This current version quickly summarizes 
his boyhood and the voyages he made to Newfoundland as a fisherman, before the Admiral 
of France commissioned him to find a Northwest passage. At 42 he embarked on a fruitless 
search. But a second voyage charted the St. Lawrence River as far South as the Lachine 
Rapids - laying claim to this region for France. William Stobbs has done bold, rugged 
black and whites which do carry a feeling of sturdy seamen banded together against Canada's 
wilderness. But the reader is not held sufficiently by the text. (1/29. LC 357-9025 ) 


Golden Books Series Simon & Schuster 
Publ. $1.95 
Goldencraft Lib. Edition available 


Hunt, Ben W. - THE GOLDEN BOOK OF CRAFTS AND HOBBIES - This is a collection of 
projects suitable for execution by campers and scouts. Like many similar books this has 
many strengths -- and many weaknesses. Some of the things to make have no contemporary 
use, such as Indian implements and ornaments. They would dovetail with Indian activity 
programs, of course. Other things to make are very useful. Children are usually sparked @ 
to purposeful activity. Therefore the directions for making moccasins, bird houses and 
feeding stations, emblem vests and racing sloops are more apt to initiate interest. There 
are diagrams showing how to build a camp stove, a catamaran, a sled, and a toboggan. These 
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are ambitious projects, with which the average youngster would need assistance» 
(While the diagrams are helpful, there are gaps in sequential steps which leave 
unanswered questions.) It also explains how to rig a camp shower. It can serve 
as a catalyst -- if there are available experienced hands, a fairly well stocked 
tool chest and the will to make and do. Occupational therapists too might find 
this of interest. (Publ.) 


Golden Books Series Simon & Schuster 
Publ ° $4 095 
Goldencraft Lib. Edition available 


Shapiro, Irwin - Adapted by - THE GOLDEN BOOK OF AMERICA - The strength 
and weakness of these extracts from American Heritage magazine, adapted for young 
readers, is the random nature of the separate pieces which make the "mosaic” of our 
national story. There are stirring pieces on major crises -- and the human interest 
of such disparate trivia as curlicued Valentines at the turn of the century and the 
internecine warfare of volunteer fire departments. Three hundred wonderful repro- 
ductions and photographs, many in coloy are spliced to form a record of sailing 
ships, of theatrical posters, of stage coach travel, of the building of the Brooklyn 
Bridge and the lurid dramas of the dime novel. Here are Bluebeard, the battle of 
New Orleans, photographs of Robert E. Lee's sword, Salem's days of sailing glory and 
the virile camaraderie of mountain men at rendezvous in the Wind River mountains. 

No one volume can tell the whole American story. This gives a strong impressionistic 
look backward, with an introduction by Bruce Catton. (Publ.) 


TWELVE TO FIFTEEN- NON-FICTION 


Illustrated True Books Grosset & Dunlap 
Publ. $2.95 


Kaufmann, Helen L. - HISTORY'S 100 GREATEST COMPOSERS - Sixty two staff 
music critics on major newspapers contributed their opinions of the hundred out- 
standing composers of history. Based on their suggestions, Helen L. Kaufmann has 
written brief biographical sketches of the candidates they suggested. She writes 
often of the childhood of the prodigies, devotes unnecessary space to the amatory 
peccadillos of Liszt and Massanet. The inclusions span the years and the musical 
chasms between Bach and Gershwin, explaining the individual contributions each 
master made as trail blazer or innovator. The format is inviting -- good sized 
type on large pages, with portraits of each composer by Samuel Nisenson. Necessarily 
the capsule treatment of 100 composers allows only superficial acquaintance. But 
the highlights of each man's life are here, with many memorable glimpses of their 
personalities and attitudes. A limited biographical encyclopedia of music's makers. 
(Publ. LC:57-10568) 


FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Goudge, Elizabeth Coward -McCann 
THE WHITE WITCH $4.95 


England's Civil Wars, with the realm torn between Cavalier and Puritan, 
set the scene for the second of Elizabeth Goudge's historical novels. Young Francis 
Leyland, gentleman of the court of Charles I, poses as a Puritan and itinerant 
painter in the household of the Haslewoods, county folk with Puritan sympathies. 
Gypsies of the glen are protected by Robert Haslewood. Froninga -- a half gypsy -- 
is the "white witch” of the tale, using her magic for good and healing. Too there 
is a black witch and an old parish priest who fought for her soul. There are the 
raggletaggle gypsy waifs, contrasted with the gently reared twins, Jenny and Will 
Haslewood, and the adventures that befell them all. The book is overlong: sometimes 
the dissertations - political, social, moral - grow tiresome. Nonetheless the Goudge 
magic enlightens the telling. (Full report on p. 819. 1/2/58. LC:57-12197) 
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Eddy, Roger Crowell 
A FAMILY AFFAIR $3.95 


This is a refreshing story of modern business, for this time the hero is not 
warped by ambition, the advertising man does not have a grey flannel mind and the contem- 
plated affairs are never consummated. Charlie Webb, bored on leave from the army, calls 
on beautiful Polly Chalmers, daughter of the family grown wealthy through their steel 
blade factory. Charlie marries into the family, sees possibilities for the factory, mis- 
managed by dreamy Lowell Chalmers, starts at the bottom, then gradually assumes control. 
He reaches the peak with honesty and sincerity intact. Three cheers for the Literary 
Guild giving the palm to a decent American business hero. (Full report on p. 821. 1/6/58. 
LC :57-10856 ) 


NON-FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Modupe, Prince Harcourt, Brace 
I WAS A SAVAGE $3.95 


An articulate, beautifully written account of an African's struggle to resolve 
tribal upbringing with western education. As a child in the So-So tribe in French 
Guinea he was heir to chieftainship and learned his lessons of respect to his elders, res- 
ponsibility to and dependence upon his community. A white missionary impressed Modupe's 
father. The boy was sent to the mission school, thence to the university. His marriage 
to Kende terminates as she dies on an elephant hunt. Modupe embarks for America and 
Hampton Institute. Impressive rebuttal against the horrors of Something of Value - this 
carries the excitement ofan African speaking for himself. Autobiography and a quest. 
(Full report on p. 834. 1/7/58. LC:58-10058) 


Eliot, Alexander Random House 
THREE HUNDRED YEARS OF AMERICAN PAINTING $13.50 


"The land was ours before we were the land's," said Robert Frost. As the char- 
acter of the continent and its people melded, American artists viewed their surroundings 
and committed what they saw to canvas. Here in full color, with commentary by Alexander 
Eliot, art editor of Time, are 250 of their statements - from miniaturist Malbone to the 
social realist of the Ashcan School. Remington and Russell spoke for the cowhand. Back- 
woods preacher Hicks painted sermons. Spurned by painting, Morse turned to tinkering 
and invented the telegraph machine. Audubon violated a major artistic maxim - not to mix 
media - laid pastel over water color to immortalize his love for birds and animals. Today 
Grandma Moses -- she got as far as the Sixth Reader -- puts up a batch of pictures and 
preserves of a weekend. It's thriftier doing them by the batch. Text is an uneclectic 
blend of artistic biography, art critics and history -- reminiscent of Rockwell Kent's 
World Famous Paintings. A stellar contribution for the gift list and the art shelf, this 
is mature and considered, American but not chauvinistic. (Full report on p. 837. Publ.) 


PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES OF TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


637 (J-223) Armstrong, April Oursler - THE BOOK OF GOD - Available in two editions, 
Catholic and Regular - Doubleday 

736 (J-262) Kessler, Ethel & Leonard - THE BIG RED BUS - Available in reinforced 
Library Edition at $2.50 - Doubleday 

738 (J-264) Steiner, Charlotte - KAROLEENA - Available in reinforced Library Edition 
at $3.25 - Doubleday 
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Seton, Anya Houghton, Mifflin 
THE WINTHROP WOMAN $4.95 


* Not since Rachel Field's All This And Heaven Too have we had a novel with 
this particular quality:- a story rooted in fact, authentic as to historical and 
regional and period background, and yet deeply emotional in the handling of a mar- 
riage (or in this case marriages) which presents its own peculiar problems. Once 
more a demonstration of the old truism- "Truth is stranger than fiction". Elizabeth 
Winthrop, niece (and for a time daughter-in-law) of the stern, inflexible Governor 
of the Bay Colony, John Winthrop, was a rebel from her childhood. Her life, as it 
developed its strangely contradictory pattern, with its loves, its hates, its trage- 
dies, its drama, makes absorbing reading. Though told as a novel, it is authentic 
history, and makes the years of the founding of New England come alive, no more the 
colorless, staid, unimpassioned picture our early school histories have made it. 

All of the key people are here, real in their passions and fears, their ambitions 
and aspirations. We learn that their English backgrounds played an important part 
in their New England struggles - in the intolerances, the conflicts, the battle for 
power. The story - though it revolves around Elizabeth and her three marriages - 
conveys the whole panorama of these years; and in the period when she and her tragic 
second husband, Feake, took oath under the government of New Amsterdam, the history 
of the early struggle for survival in Greenwich, then Dutch territory, there is much 
that will be wholly new in the story of New England, to most readers. An absorbing 
story, in which the happenings grow out of the characters- all too rare an attribute 
when the author is bound by integrity to historical fact. The publisher count this 
their lead novel of the new list. It has the makings of a novel of permanent worth. 
(LC: 58-5830) 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS- Fiction 
January 6 


Nievo, Ippolito Houghton, Mifflin 
THE CASTLE OF FRATTA $6.00 


This long novel is a curiosity. Written in 1858, it was published posthu- 
mously and now newly translated from the Italian by Lovett F. Edwards, it makes its 
first appearance in the United States. Italian critics have praised it as one of the 
few great Italian novels. Whether the modern reader will agree is another question. 
It tells of the decay and death of the Italian aristocracy (personified in the family 
of the castle of Fratta) and of Venice as a political, economic and cultural unit. 
And against this is set the first abortive struggles for liberty, fostered and then 
smothered by Napoleon in his sweep across Europe- and finally Italy's emergence as a 
modern unit. More importantly and interestingly, it tells of numerous people and 
what happened to them in all of the turmoil; Carlo, the narrator, who loved the Pi- 
sana, the younger daughter of the Count of Fratta; Lucilio, patterned on Mazzini, 
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who loved Clara, the spiritual, older daughter. All around these four swirl the aristo- 
crats, the peasants, the priests, the smugglers, revolutionaries, turncoats, heroes and 
cowards- and perhaps Nievo's greatest gift is his ability to bring all of these to vivid 
life. If the book were all on this immediate level, it would indeed be a great one. As 
it is, there are also long passages on love, on religion, on morality, which are dated 
in content and character. Nevertheless, the novel is noteworthy for its vigorous char- 
acters and its lively and witty social history and satire. (LC: 57-13458) 


January 16 


Block, Anita Rowe Doubleday 
LOVE IS A FOUR LETTER WORD $3.95 


A tailored type of short story uses suburban to metropolitan backgrounds for 
a shattering moment of recognition- or revelation. The Sabbatical of a fastidious young 
matron in Atlantic City will be another coarse, compulsive sexual degradation; on Sunday 
Morning, &@ father makes his weekly visit to his successful son's home, admits to his 
estrangement from all that he believes in; the Genesis of a boy at a new school as he 
attempts to find acceptance shackles him to a pattern he will never escape; George, his 
father-in-law's Whipping Boy, finally recognizes that all his frustration has ricocheted 
on his marriage; a widower makes a Blind Journey back into the world now open before hin, 
is at first outraged- then seduced- by its prospects, etc. etc. Identifiable situations- 
more particularly to women- these offer readable entertainment- certainly nothing more 


memorable. (LC: 58-5567) (Q) 


Close, Robert S. Doubleday 
ELIZA CALLAGHAN $3.50 


This novel of a girl who escaped the gallows in early 19th century London, 
endured some pretty unspeakable treatment when she was sent to a penal colony in 
Australia, and “absconded" finally to marry the man who was to found Melbourne, is 
based on an actual character and circumstances which demand no further fictional im- 
provement. It's enough of a story in itself. Sentenced to death- with a lover, Johnny, 
and a confederate, Jacky, at 17, Eliza is reprieved and g‘tven fourteen years in a con- 
vict settlement. Once there, she is sent to work for th jailer, Petchey, forfeits her 
friendship with the “wholesome” whore, Hannah, assures further trouble for herself when 
she assists the runaway Jacky in his desperate getaway. Escaping too- into the bush- 
she is helped by an attractive, ambitious settler- John Batman- who has not the heart 
to turn her in or turn her away- and finally is able to secure her freedom.... A straight- 
forward handling of the raw, rude facts of life in this outcast world seems to substan- 
tiate, authenticate the story further- and Eliza, a mettlesome miss, carries it well. 


Graham, Winston Doubleday 
GREEK FIRE $3.95 


Gene Vanbrugh, an American- alone- in Athens, is privy to the murder of a 
night club performer, Juan Tolosa, realizes that the dead man was in possession of 
papers dangerous to George Lascou, a politician with high ambitions in a forthcoming 
election and low affiliations with the Communist Party. Present at Lascou's murder- 
at the hands of Tolosa's wife, Vanbrugh is considered responsible for the crime but 
given a temporary refuge in the apartment of Anya Stonaris, Lascou's mistress, with 
whom he falls in love. Trying to get out of the country, he is caught, and it is 
Anya who bargains for his freedom with the incriminating papers although in so doing 
she must forfeit their chance to be together...Not his best, this is still a silky 
form of suspense entertainment. (LC: 58-5574) 
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Hoffman, William Doubleday 
DAYS IN THE YELLOW LEAF $3.95 


The Trumpet Unblown (1955) tracked down a crack-up in the medical corps. 
This takes over into civilian life in which another perturbed young man, who has vin- 
‘dicated his father's ambitions for a manly son in the war, wants only to live without 
hurting anyone. Tod Young marries Grace whose ambition is to live on the hill and 
become a society figure; he, in taking a job in his father's bank, still holds to his 
old friendships and his new ideas of being on his own, of helping others. These con- 
flict with his father's - and Grace's - concepts, but when hapless Danny suicides, 
after Tod is unable to get his father to intervene, when Tod quits the bank and his 
father's support, when he insists on living on what he earns in two other more menial 
jobs, Grace tries to go along. The loss of her baby effects a reverse and to pay Tod 
back she makes time with an old beau, then pursues his other friend, Grant, who can- 
not deny wanting her. Tod, trying to leave his old life, beaten by hoodlums, finds 
them together, shoots and kills them both. The trial, whipped into fury by his father, 
acquits him and a renunciatory future with his parents is his fate. A man of inef- 
rps eo creating catastrophe produces only fatalistic and futile gestures. 

LC: 58-5575 


2)r6 
Miller, Ed Mack 


Doubleday 
TALES OF A FLIER'S FAITH $3.50 


A group of short stories are pretty well grounded by cliche characters and 
clutch situations, and with the exception of one or two science fiction forays, all 
of them deal with fliers. A pilot, after a flame-out, comes home to learn that his 
wife is more than a party girl; a man who had defaulted as a father jeopardizes his 
life for another youngster, a flier, following a Christmas star, brings an airliner 
in safely; another looks back over his too short life as his plane is going down; a 
war veteran, through his son, shows that the next generation is not "afraid to solo"; 
etc. etc. A sameness of sentiment- noble as it is- is articulated throughout. 

(LC: 58-5577) 


Roark, Garland Doubleday 
THE LADY AND THE DEEP BLUE SEA $3.95 


Captain Broadwinder had won the adulation of all ports where his melodramatic 
entry- all sails full - was his trademark. But the owner of his line, Mr. Cartwright, 
reserved judgment. Was Broadwinder a man who could put sound judgment ahead of drama? 
Was he, perhaps, just sailing in luck? It was Jenny, the captain's wife, who sensed 
this reservation, staunchly defended her husband, and won from Cartwright a grudging 
half agreement to a supreme test. Then came the big wager, Broadwinder twisting it 
to his own glory- and the lasting resentment of his rival, Captain Keys. They were 
to race from Melbourne to Boston. And this is the story of the outbound voyage, of 
the revelation of a man who secretly knew himself afraid of failure, and of Jenny, who 
knew her husband's weaknesses and his strengths- and knew too that at times she had to 
take command. It is a story too of the race, of the chance that almost lost the cap- 
tain his ship- and his nerve, of the accident that wrote finis to a life, and brought 
Jenny to a costly decision, to save her husband's fame. Roark's best story. (LC:58-5659) 


Scott, Natalie Anderson - Doubleday 
SALVATION JOHNNY $3.95 


This strikes a positive note in contrast to the successive novels of abnormal 
obsession plus possession (whether the "possession" is a family relationship, an ab- 
normal husband-wife relationship, alcohol or sex). For here Natalie Scott has written 
an old-fashioned story of family life at the heart of the Salvation Army. Johnny was the 
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youngest son in a dedicated family; his parents were in command of an important new York 
City corps, and through its doors all sorts and conditions of men- and women- passed. One 
learns the inside story of the techniques, the mechanics of salvation - and learns it in 
human terms of the riffraff saved, the desperate redeemed, the soldiers and officers of 
the corps committed increasingly to their chosen vocations. It is a very sympathetic 
portrait of a unique way of life. Unfortunately the archaic style, the repetitive des- 
criptive adjectives grow tiresome. And the end impression is rather that of a social 
document than of a novel, so slight the thread of story, so insistent the emphasis on 
the sweetness and light aspects of the Army. But somehow it strikes a chord in the read- 
er. I know this reader will always look with greater respect on the street bands and the 
petitioners than in the past. (LC: 58-5581) 


January 16 


Hutchison, Margaret St. Martin's Press 
TAMARAC $3.95. 


This story of a girl growing up in a Canadian lumber camp is told with warmth 
and a love for the land. The saw mill was the focal point for the fates of Tamarac fa- 
milies. In good times it accounted for their prosperity and Janet and Jessie Cameron 
could drive to high school in "Lulu", the shiny blue car. It made too for tragedy and 
it maimed and embittered Robert Giraud, the most lively member of a zestful family. 
Janet, because she was the oldest and must help her sister Jessie through school, be- 
came a teacher, boarded in drab, dreary towns so unlike the lovely Tamarac of childhood 
days and became trapped by her town - by her memory of it before the Depression. It 
was talented Jessie who always wanted to get away from Tamarac and never found anything 
better outside it. Lives in microcosm seen against an integral background are vividly 
recounted here in capturing, nostalgic prose. 


January 17 


Johnson, Annabel & Edgar Crowell 
THE BIG ROCK CANDY $3.50 


The creative artist in conflict with commercial demands is personified by 
Jesse Salter who is given a job by the fashionable store and window display dealer, 
Cass Benedict. It is Benedict's aim to reduce Salter to a kind of slavery - as he has 
done with his designer - but Salter is firm about living without downgrading his talents 
for sculpture, grows in his determination to trust his own abilities and holds fast to 
his aesthetic integrity. Benedict, to humble him, waspishly tries to work through 
Gretchen, whom Salter loves, tries to bring him to heel through humiliation and criti- 
cism, and finds a lever in attaching Salter's name to pieces that are not his. Gretchen's 
faith in him and his work, the rebellion of another of Benedict's subjugated personal- 
ities, and Jesse's own realization of the means by which Benedict has caused him to 
miss the chance of working with a leading architect, ends Salter's hard-fought, and 
hard-won, struggle for freedom and self-respect. A novel of artistic ideas and the- 
ories at odds with success at any price, this argues plausibly for its main character, 
dyes its villain deepest black. (LC: 58-5361) 


Allis, Marguerite Putnam 
FREE SOIL ;\ 41 $3.75 


Another in the Field Family Saga, this time concerned wholly with Lafe, the 
twin brought up in Cincinnati, and - with the opening of this fifth in the series, re- 
turning there after the Mexican war, to reclaim what is left of his inheritance. But 
he finds that his father has departed to parts unknown, that there is no inheritance, 
and that he is dependent on his uncle for bed and board. Into these untoward circum- 
stances he injects another impossible factor. He marries a spoiled Southern belle, 
convinced that their love will bridge their differences. The story that follows proves 
how tortuous a road they must travl before hardship, insult and deprivation beyond be- 
lief mature Eve, bring her to a realization that only when Kansas, to which they had 
gone homesteading, is free soil, have they a chance for “life, liberty and pursuit of 
happiness"...Save that the story is advanced by another factor in the war for freedom, 
this contributes simply another panel of the American scene. (LC: 57-6719) 
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January 20 aie | 
Allen, Ralph ~c Doubleday 
PEACE RIVER COUNTRY $3.75 


The effects of “taking up with strangers" is reflected in the stay of Harold 
and Kally Sondern and their mother in Elevator, Saskatchewan, Canada. They have come 
here from the towns of Dobie and Regina, making their way until Chris Sondern, their 
father, proves he can be cured of his chronic alcoholism and go with them to Peace 
River country. While they travel and move on, he fights his losing battle with the 
bottle and bottle-loving friends along the way. Living with the Chatsworths in Ele- 
vator, Harold's friendship with a baseball hero is the means of separating Vannie 
Chatsworth from her possessive mother and his club initiation is the cause of Mr. 
Chatsworth's defending him. These are the terminal acts that drive Mrs. Chatsworth 
to get in touch with his father and Chris, for the first time, heads immediately for 
his family. But Mrs. Sondern, knowing the time has not yet come, travels on to Moose 
Jaw and there, Chris, desperately hunting for them, meets with the accident that kills 
him....And the three continue their interrupted way to Peace River country. Nomads 
of the late '30's, the Sonderns' small struggles are pathetic and gallant, sorry and 
funny, dogged and loving, in which defeat is never admitted. (LC: 57-11407) 


January 21 


Gaskell, Jane Dutton 
STRANGE EVIL $3.50 


The fact that this was written by a fourteen year old explains everything- 
except perhaps why it was accepted for publication both in England and now here. 
Young Miss Gaskell, who has a rampant imagination and a taste for lavender prose, 
has written a form of fantasy fiction which concerns Judith, a model, who is visited 
by her cousin Dorinda and her fiance, Zameis, and taken to a strange world beyond- 
peopled by satyrs and gnoads and splintered by its war between the Internals and the 
Externals. In the following frenzy, she is brought before Lord Demmimodica (his eyes 
are like "sable sins"), returns to witness a final battle in which the leader- a mon- 
ster called The Baby- is killed, and survives a welter of destruction... Over and 
above the curiosity/novelty value of its authorship, all this nonsense provides 
something less than an enchanted evening. (LC: 58-5068) 


Byron, Ronald Macmillan 
HAMILTON AVENUE $3.75 


A first novel localizes a black section of Johannesburg's perimeter and in 
Newclare the recently town-conditioned Africans are mirrored through the Menos family 
which undergoes many disruptive situations before it can return to apparent normal 
living. For Moses' wife objects to the possibility of admitting a second wife into 
their home and resorts to Kaffir poison to vanquish her rival; his son, Andrew, is 
submissive to Sam, a tsotsi (hoodlum) leader; his daughter Margaret becomes pregnant; 
and the “Russians”, aggressive enemies across the railroad tracks, enforce revenge 
for Moses' discarded mistress. It takes the regular police to break up the battle, 
disband the Bantu Guard which has been defending Newclare's respectable families, and 
to hunt down Andrew for his misdeeds, before Moses regains any part of his previously 
unruffled life.. The echoes of the Forefathers and the kraal, the pseudo adjustment 
of the black to the superimposition of white codes, here are the dark children in in- 
nocent and illogical bewilderment. A South African segment that carries conviction. 
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January 22 


Cecil, Henry Harper 
THE LONG ARM $3.50 @ 





The fine points of defrauding an insurance company are focused on William 
Richmond's court trials after he has been robbed of 100,000 pounds. The company not 
satisfied, he is first acquitted of a bogus claim, then, in trying to prove that Rich- 
mond had been involved in three other fraudulent claims, reason gives way when the kind 
of coincidences that beset Richmond turn up in the lives of the Justice and the prose- 
cutor, Brent, resulting in Richmond's acquittal. An end twist gives the lie to the law's 
decision. Solicitors, their briefs, court procedures and their unexpected talkative 
twists, and the quillets of English law keep this fast trotting and amusing. (LC:57-11795 ) 


January 22 


Davis, Wesley Ford Harper 
THE TIME OF THE PANTHER $3.95 


This is a recounting of innocence lost. Tom, his younger brother Andrew, and 
his older brother, Jeff, lived in a Florida lumber camp. Jeff lived the kind of life 
that Aunt Sallie always warned Tom against. But Tom, in his fourteenth summer, was be- 
ginning to grow beyond the "time of the panther” - a time of hiking, tracking, and hunt- 
ing - a child's time. He was a tall boy, handsome enough to attract Miss St. Clair, his 
teacher, almost twice his age,and he was willing enough to play the partner in Amie 
Lou's promiscuous, amorous adventures. The arrival of Amie Lou and her preacher "“broth- 
er" set the lumber camp in a revivalist uproar which exploded in envy and suspicion but 
which made for Tom's compromise. He was the middle brother. He would hunt for the 
ivory-billed woodpecker with Andrew and share the girls with Jeff. The good writing 
which conveys characterization and captures woodland scenes in the telling of this boy's 
summer is cancelled out by the hawdy, highly naturalistic excursion the author follows. 


(LC: 57-11796)  (Q) 


Hayes, Alfred Harper 
MY FACE FOR THE WORLD TO SEE $3.00 





A cynical to surgical postlude on an affair patterns the earlier (1953) In 
Love and is again an effective, shamefaced self-exposure. He is a writer, who has 
achieved a moderate success and a certain compromise with a meaningless marriage; she 
is a stray, defenseless and defeated after five years away from home in Hollywood- that , 
indifferent city. Pulling her out of the water, at a beach party, he salvages her a | 
second time when he extends the relationship. Always guarded, limiting the feelings 
he offers her- permits himself, the news that his wife is joining him in Hollywood 
prompts her piqued confessional, a sodden evening, and finally the second self-destruc- 
tive attempt from which he retreats, unceremoniously.... A small story of passion pur- 
sued without a greater love or the courage of commitment, this is intimate, discon- 
solate, acute. (LC: 57-8208) 


Lea, George Lippincott 
SOMEWHERE THERE'S MUSIC ‘Paper; $1.50 


ecee and “wanting to go where it is" is Mike Logan, 21, out of the Army and 
back in the circle of intimates- Gene and Baby and Dog- who share his special world of 
progressive music and are way up, way down, or way out on drugs. His father, Sam, tries 
to show him that it isn't the music- but the places it's played in and the people it's © 
played with that kills a good musicians "He dies young- or he dies inside". A brief af- 
fair with Jess, who has not long to live, is anything but an anchorage. Still, the “orig- 
inal lost chord", he heads on to New York- with Dog- to play and to slip into the hazy 
half-world of addiction.... A first novel, and the Avery-Hopwood award winner, this is sad, 
searching, subdued; the feeling is there- rather than the frenzy- and the words that have 
been set to the “new music" seem fitting and true. There will be publisher promotion, 
and a later clothbound edition at $3.50. (LC: 57-11951) | 
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January 22 





O'Daniel, Janet Lippincott 
0 GENESEE $3.95 









* A regional novel in the historical tradition paints a vivid and authentic 
picture of the settling of the lovely Genesee Valley (south from Rochester- west from 
Canandaigua, while the first was a tiny hamlet on the verge of the wilderness, and the 
other a bustling village). Against the background of river valley and mud flats front- 
ing the lake, is told a story in which the people are three dimensional, and the situ- 
ations plumb issues, human relations, and the shifting climate of opinion, as the pi- 
oneers who settle with an eye to the future lock horns with those pioneers who are 
primarily trail blazers, always driven forward and onward. Cyrus Fairchild belonged 
to the settlers, but his first winter might well have been his last had not Marcus 

Hook come to the rescue at the crucial moment, and helped him with brusque- and often 
unsought advice- until Cyrus began to resent him. There is adventure here- and ro- 
mance, more often thorny than not; and there is a build-up of the tension surrounding 
the unsought, little understood war of 1812, as it involved the ragged fringe of 
civilization. Above average. (LC: 57-1199) 








Catto, Max Morrow 
GOLD IN THE SKY $3.75 





A high spirited entertainment deals with an attempt to salvage a transcon- 
tinental airliner from an equatorial swamp- in the Congo- by a Professor Abercrombie, 
his obstinate and overbearing daughter, Stella, and Dennis Archer, a uranium prospector 
who has realized only failure. Along with the “abominable discourtesies” exchanged 
between Stella and Archer, the attendant difficulties (the flies, the heat, the hostile 
natives and hurricane rains) provide a lively line of resistance to their madcap ven- 
ture to retrieve the plane and tow it sone 600 miles. Dennis is subdued and softened by 
a bout of illness- so is the Professor- but Stella is still stiffnecked until Dennis 
proves himself equal and superior to three thugs and to her.... Max Catto, a young 
Englishman, who has sold five of his books to the films in the last three years, 

writes - although awkwardly- with a buoyant assurance and it's a pleasant enough 

light adventure. (LC: 57-10405) 





January 23 


Nash, Isabel Little, Brown 
THE BANQUET VANISHES $3.75 


A lotus eater's escape- to a small Caribbean island- provides a rather at- 
tenuated pastiche of a somnolent spot and the rather seedy lot of characters who have 
found a hiatus there from life. Young Billy Axel, with nothing on his mind and noth- 
ing in view, arrives there and is taken up by the longer term residents; the spurious 
Mrs. Bowers whose extraordinary string of pearls is the only reminder of the European 
! high life she claims to have known; aging, arch, southern Miss Ada Lee; the jovial 
| Catbird, who owes her an old debt and a continuing loyalty; the Countess de Vaucluse 

who is still attractive. During the course of his stay there Billy comes to realize 

the emptiness of these lives- the fraudulence of his own- and it is an object lesson 
which sends him home.... Miss Nash, a stylist of some sharpness, has made the most 

of her bogus characters, the least of any narrative interest to retain the interest 

of the reader. (LC: 58-5655) 


January 24 


@ Clifford, Francis Dutton 
OVERDUE $3.50 


A slice of life is magnified in this aftermath of a plane crash in the Ari- 
zona desert. All but four passengers were killed. The odd surviving assortment - 
Jimmy Dexter, aged, ten, enroute to visit his father, estranged from his movie actress 
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wife, Richard Hayden, a seminarian having second thoughts about his vocation and Henry 
Franklinn, a police lieutenant on his last job before retirement - are subsequently . 
forced by Boog, a murderer on his way to trial, guarded by Franklinn, te aid him in his 
escape to Mexico. They serve as his "coolie team", carrying gold bars digcovered in the 
wreckage across the border. At gunpoint Boog compels the trio to hide from search planes, 
Any possibility of escape, therefore, must come through their own ingenuity. The forced 
march, however, takes its toll. Franklinn is killed in a delirious attempt to recapture 
Boog. And when Hayden finally overcomes the crazed murderer, all are on the verge of 
death. Boog runs off distractedly into the desert and Hayden and the boy can make their 
way to safety. The reactions of family and friends of the three are kaleidoscopically 
viewed. The ordeal is, for all, a trial by fire: for the parents of the boy - a cura- 
tive; for Mrs. Franklinn - an overwhelming irony; and for Hayden - the test which con- 
firmed his choice. The result of such a heightened story, however gripping and rapid 
moving, is that it escapes reality. (LC: 58-5067) 


January 24 


Williams, Mona Putnam 
THE MARRIAGE $3.95 


The breaking up of a twenty year old marriage - its beginnings and its after- 
math - traces the lives of Sam and Amy Styron and writes an answer that the change can- 
not disrupt. For Amy's captive-wife submission to Sam's disease of jealousy and posses- 
sion is based on a pre-marital affair with another and, having written off her debt, with 
two of their three children grown, she is ready and defiantly willing, first for a chance 
to prove herself as an artist and second to get a divorce when Sam is adamantly resistant 
to her career. Her agent and the man she comes to care for see through her hoped-for 
freedom - the divorce will be legal but will it be spiritual since the purist in Sam 
shadows her, since the questions about the children concern her as well as Sam, and since 
she finds that life is more important with Sam. And the result is that she returns to 
her cage and the absorptive, cloistered life she has known, and is ready to accept again. 
This presumes that people may alter but not really change and that marriage as a funda- 
mental itself is changeless. (LC: 58-6122) 


January 27 ‘ 


Pangborn, Edgar Rinehart 
WILDERNESS OF SPRING $4.95 


From the problematical future (two science fiction stories)to a fairly well- 
authenticated past- the New England of the early 19th century- this is a substantial if 
rather lumbering period novel. In the French attack on Deerfield in 1704, Ben and Reuben 
Cory, two youngsters, lose their parents but make their way to their grandmother's house- 
she is as formidable as the enemy- and finally to their kindly great Uncle John Kenny in 
Roxbury. He is a sea captain and as Ben grows up- he wants to join him in the uncertain 
spice trade, while the more sensitive, studious Reuben learns medicine. The action, in- 
jected at intervals but concentrated at close, concerns Ben's running away to sea- to 
save his uncle's ship pirated by the smooth stranger Shawn who has mad dreams of discovery. 
Ben, heading the mutiny which will take Shawn's life, brings the ship back home where his 
uncle has died- but his love for young Charity (the romance is indeed incidental) is re- 
turned.... The period here is more successful- and more solid- than the story itself or 
the characters engaged in it- but for this market it's acceptable. (LC: 58-5139) 


, nt 
WA fy ae 
January 26 Vy; 
peer Helen Macmillan 
FOR THE GLORY OF GOD $2.50 


* This is a story, poetic in its simplicity, which is highly reminiscent of Miles 
Connolly's Yr. Blue in its telling of youth and innocence in the service of God. It be- 
gins "This is a story of Carl who was not like any other boy because no boy is ever like 
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another". Later Carl, at 19, a seminarian, was sent by his bishop to replace the 
Rev. Mr. Massey in a small village - a village, however, which had a cathedral, in 
miniature, on a mountain top. But the cathedral had no congregation because it was 


va built by Grover Kane, a vicious man, who in his final days, had tried to bargain for 


eternity with God by offering a cathedral "For the Glory of God” - an offering which 
was vitiated, so the village people felt, by the man's life. Carl was young and 
thought it was his youth which kept the people away. And he was ready to give up 
his pride in his youth if it was experience they wanted. But Mr. Massey, before him, 
was an old man and he had thought the church needed a young man - a man who could 
understand the ways of the village. Miles Stoner told Carl the story of Kane and 
how the cathedral was built. Stoner would have Carl to Sunday dinner but he wouldn't 
come to the church because God wasn't there. But Carl knew that the church needed 


only one other - “wherever two or three gather in My Name..." - and Stoner, reluc- 


tantly in the beginning, became that first other through the wisdom and simplicity 
of a child. A brief, beautiful tale told with delicacy and sensibility. (LC:58-6212) 


Lower. Depths and Outer Space 
January 16 


Boucher, Anthony- fd. Doubleday 
THE BEST FROM FANTASY AND SCIENCE FICTION $3.75 


Old hands and young fingers put together fifteen imaginary prospects and 
brew up new areas of speculation. Arthur Clarke -reveals much about the first lunar 
exploration;Fredric Brown tosses off a basic joke; Idris Seabright celebrates vint- 
ners from outer space; Oliver, Asimov, Kornbluth, Anderson, Lieber find variations 
on scientific and human themes; Young and Edmondson are newer names in more ambitious 
projections. Easily entertaining. 


Holden, Genevieve Doubleday 
SOMETHING'S HAPPENED TO KATE $2.95 


--- she changes, after meeting Jim Garrett, from a sensible-shoed spinster 
to an attractive girl, and she disappears after his implication in a jewel theft and 
his murder. On the run with a second chance bystander at the scene of his death, 
Kate is tagged by a young deputy policeman, Trask, trailed, and finally retrieved 
from further dangers from unsuspected sources. Feminine and flimsy. (LC: 58-5580) 


Robertson, Helen Doubleday 
THE CRYSTAL-GAZERS $2.95 


An alchemist- Barnabas Corwen- with an interesting collection of talisman 
gems- holds a select seance which is rudely interrupted by the introduction of opium, 
and he is again the victim of more than a prank when he is deliberately electrocuted. 
The Yard, along with some assorted acquaintances of the dead man assist in the inves- 
tigation which leads to the discovery- and disappearance- of a rare diamond. London, 
and thereabouts, the scene for some odd incidents and some very capricious characters. 
Unconventional, and a little unlikely. (LC: 58-5565) 


January“20 2119 
Ballantine 
THE MIDWICH CUCKOOS , $3.50 


* Midwich, an English village of “utter undistinction” is isolated, immobil- 
ized and anesthetized during a “dayout", returns to normal-. save for the impregnation 
of the entire female population- a problem faced with some apprehension but handled 
with great discretion. The golden-eyed babies, when born, have only this one common 
characteristic, but soon reveal other behavioral idiosyncrasies and the changeling 
children become a collective menace to which one man finally proves equal... A fantasy, 
which is also a fable of sterner implications, handles its evolutionary embarrass- 
ment with a disarming humor. (LC: 57-122h2) 


Wyndham, John 
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No MUST BOOKS but Two Dark Horses @ 
January 20 
Harriman, Margaret Case World 
AND THE PRICE IS RIGHT $4 .00 


* A human story of retailing at its best - and fun reading. R.H. Macy will be 
100 years young next year and this biography of the store is youthful, buoyant, humorous 
and interesting. The "biographer" (whose stories of the Algonquin Hotel have endeared 
her to her readers) makes you feel that Macy's is a name to conjure with, not because of 
its bigness, but because of its humanness, its understanding of people, employees and 
customers alike. This goes back to the early days. Captain R.H. Macy failed in Boston 
and in California before he ventured another store on New York's l4th Street, still de- 
termined that it was the people who counted. The two great Straus brothers, Isidore and 
Nathan, who gave Macy its big impetus, were less concerned with their successful venture 
in glass and china than in the people they sold it to and the people who sold it. And 
so on down the line, when the merchant princes, Jesse Isidore Straus and his brother Percy 
added promotion, prestige and profits. When their day was past, young "Mr. Jack" guided 
the then 4 million plus business, with stores from coast to coast, through perilous waters. 
And today it is controlled by a young, enthusiastic, energetic group of forward-looking 
merchants who seem to be enjoying the challenge - and seeing that their fellow workers 
enjoy it too. Almost every phase of retailing is here in the Macy story, and the author 
adroitly balances the serious, factual aspects with the lighter side, the romantic side, 
the humor and problems of complaints and troubles, promotion of merchandise and people. 
Macy has grown to its present stature not only because the "price is right" but because 


"the place is right". Illustrated by Roy Doty. (LC:58-5769) © 
January 27 
Swanberg, W.A. Scribner 
FIRST BLOOD, The Story of Fort Sumter $5.95 


This was originally reported for earlier publication, but now- with Book of 
the Month selection for February, we are re-reporting it as follows:- A vital segment of 
the story of the Civil War, this intimate picture of the incident that provided the im- 
mediate motive for unleashing the furies somehow deepens one's awareness of historical 
process. No one ever seriously believed that 600 odd men, lacking everything from food 
to cartridge bags, divided in authority, uncertain what course the government in Washington 
wished them to take, could hurl back the Confederate thousands with their superior weapons 
and commanding position. During the interminable wait before the inevitable attack, Major 
Anderson and Captain Doubleday (the man, by the way, whose name has gone down in history 
as the inventor of baseball) dared not even take the proper defensive measures for fear of 
inciting the Charlestonians and setting off a war. The press, municipal and State leaders, 
and local society created a hell of accusation against Lincoln and his Yankee forces at 
Sumter. (That Anderson was a Southerner complicated the issue.) But it was a hell where 
the devils consumed each other along with the enemy. And always in Washington there was 
indecision, dissension, confused reports. Such is the background for the fort's last 
gallant, bloodless stand, a somewhat different picture from the one generally presented. 
The narrative, though one could wish for more substantial literary merit, has color and 
verve, and the book club choice will carry it beyond the more serious Civil War interest 
to any tangent curiosity. Apparently this Civil War market is limitless. (LC:57-12065) @ 






























And for a special but devoted market... 





THE INCURABLE WOUND by Bertrand Roueche (Little, Brown). 





See report in section following. 
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January 6 2/ 2% 
Greenwald, Dr. Harold Ballantine 
THE CALL GIRL $4 .50 


"A Social and Psychoanalytic Study" is based on six analytical cases and 
twenty extensive interviews to reveal something of the psychology, the life, and 
the men in the life of the call girl- the "aristocrats of prostitution". And 
although there are some pertinent facts on the externals of her existence (her ex- 
penses, her habitat and hours, etc.) Dr. Greenwald is largely concerned with the 
personality pattern which usually has certain common denominators:- rejection- at 
an early age; personal devaluation; hostility toward the father- and ibid- all men; . 
etc. etc. all indicating an extreme type of behavior disorder and a need for 
therapy which society should provide- rather than censure..... While clinical, in 
approach, this does not pretend to be definitive - only informative; and even 
though it is presumably professional in its intentions, there will be more probably 
a peripheral audience of curious and/or vicarious readers. 


January 13 


Meredith, William Knopf 
THE OPEN SEA AND OTHER POEMS $3.50 


This little volume of verse is a gathering together of poems which have _ 
appeared previously in such journals as the Hudson Review, the Partisan Review, the 
New Yorker, the Virginia Quarterly,and others. The author states that "the earliest 
poems in the collection were written during the tenure of a fellowship from the 
Rockefeller Foundation, granted for a study of obscurity in modern poetry". And, 
appropriately enough, the outstanding quality of these verses is the clarity and 
straightforward diction, in which they differ sharply from most similar collections. 
Otherwise, they are not notable for distinction or intensity, nor is it possible to 
note what direction his talent is taking. So far it seems, he has travelled, has 
observed rather delicately, but he has no great song to sing. This will command a 


small public. (10:58-5824) 
January 16° 2/2 | wv 


Danowski, Dr. T. S. Coward -McCann 
DIABETES AS A WAY OF LIFE $3.50 Y 


For a clear, detailed, comprehensive study of a much discussed subject this 
is outstanding and, in that it is written in language which is readily understand- 
able by the layman, it differs from other books and pamphlets about the disease. 

All phases of diabetes are covered:- the difference between its effect on male and 
female, child and adult, tense and placid, is pointed up; various treatments and 
tests, the handling of mild and severe cases are discussed; treatment by the injection 
of insulin and the use of newly discovered drugs in tablet form are explained. For 
the diabetic who has studied his problem this re-emphasizes the importance of constant 
vigilance and adds much to his background of knowledge. To the diabetic who has not 
studied his problem the book is a "must". To the family of the diabetic it gives 
enlightenment on how to deal with and help the one afflicted - and it even gives 

some helpful hints for hostesses who might have diabetics among their guests. A de- 
finite market for this. (1C:57-13156) 


>|2 6 Doubleday 
BRAINSTORMING | $4.50 


j 


Clark, Charles H. 


The author has taken his cue on creative thinking from Alex Osborn, who, 
as president of B. B. D. & O. advertising agency, initiated "brainstorming". How 
the subconscious creates ideas, the practical results of impractical ideas, how to 
set up a brainstorming session, who to invite, the kinds of problems to tackle, how 
to be a good brainstorming chairman, how the brainstorm differs from the old style 








-856- Non-fiction November 15, 1957 


conference - these are among the questions considered. Examples of brainstorming results 

in industry, education, labor, the armed services are included plus illustrations of 

individual brainstorming. The procedure to be followed - criticism ruled out, free @ 
wheeling welcomed, quantity of ideas wanted, qualifications and enlargements on ideas 

sought - in different situations is explored and amplified. The book is written in a 

rapidly moving, sparking manner and more than adequately elucidates this dramatic pheno- 

menon. (10:58-5568) 


January 16 


Douglas, William 0. Doubleday 
~ THE RIGHT OF THE PEOPLE $3.75 


Supreme Court Justice Douglas examines the abuses of human right evident in 
America today. He analyzes the threats posed against freedom of speech, stating that 
free speech does not exist unless there is freedom to challenge the very postulates on 
which our existing regime rests. The concept that the sovereign power belongs to the 
people assures us the opportunity of reform. He makes a point too often ignored, that 
our freedom must be responsible, disciplined and informed, and to this end, government 
must keep hands off the channels of opinion,- literature, the stage, the screen, free 
expression in political campaigns. He discusses the dangers inherent in censorship; the 
controls operative on free expression- and the misuse of these controls. The right to 
know is basic to our freedoms. He then goes on to the right to privacy- to travel- and 
the complications resulting from the threat of Communism and the concern for the problem 
of subversion, which have resulted in abuse in loyalty oaths, investigations, security 
programs. Religious freedom and the sanctity of the home, too, are examined, as they 
protect the dignity of mar. In today's challenges lie the danger that the citizen will 
be caught in the treadmill of exceptions. The final section deals with civilian authority 
over military and the dangerous drift towards according the military the precedence. A 
thought-provoking book. (1C:58-5571) 





Wheeler, Elmer Doubleday 
THE BASHFUL BOY'S BOOK $2.95 


That hearty practitioner (remember- who's to forget- The Fat Boy's Book, 
Sizzlemanship, etc.) who was once a fat boy- and a bashful boy- but now heads sales 
training schools all over the country- contributes psychological push-ups for fellow- 
sufferers. Facing your handicap, having something important to say, overcoming stage 
fright, building up confidence, making friends and winning arguments are all part of the 
program for the "bold boy" to be.... "Old Doc Elmer" has the floor-- we're tongue-tied. 


(LC :57-10470) 
January 47 2 


Gleason, Ralph J.- éd. Putnam 
JAM SESSION $4.95 


A lovingly assembled collection of pieces about jazz then- its revival now - 
and some of the men who have made this type of music memorable has certainly managed- 
where most books have failed- to communicate the feeling of jazz, the validity of this 
art, the excitement it can spark. There is something of the evolution of jazz- from the 
spirituals to the blues, New Orleans to Chicago, bebop to progressive. There are sketches 
of Beiderbecke and Berrigan, Eddie Condon and Jelly Roll Morton, Dizzie Gillespie and 
Erroll Garner, along with some less known names but greater talents. There's the musician's 
approach to a jam session, the Newport Festival, the commercial angles on what is now a 


big business; and one- one only- an extremely effective short story..... Definitely for @ 
the dedicated, and for others more expressive than say the Hentoff & Shapiro book (The 
Jazz Makers- 1957) or Ulanov's earlier books- a handbook and history. (LC:57-6725) 
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FIVE-DOWN-AND GLORY : pa $5.75 


The stories of twelve American air aces of World War II recap their glory- 
laden missions along with some historical and biographical detail. The heroic 
exploits range the skies of China, the Pacific theatre, Europe. This is an airman's, 
a patriot's, a he-man's book. One doesn't come to know or in a personal way admire 
the twelve dauntless pilots, but one despairs and exults with them, fears for them, 
and marvels at their acrobatics, ruses and teamwork. There is scant variety- it is 
all mainly pursuit and escape- but there is tension and a sustained sense of reality. 


January 20 


Ferguson, Charles W. Little, Brown 
NAKED TO MINE ENEMIES $6.00 


Report repeated from the August lst bulletin, when scheduled for earlier 
publication, as follows: "With the death of Thomas Cardinal Wolsey in 1530 an era 
that was on the wane in England, in all Europe, came to an end and marked the finish 
of the primacy of the prelate as a man of affairs. Here is Wolsey's ascendancy from 
the commoner, to the promising student at Oxford, to the role of diplomat, adviser 
of kings and international policy maker, and the setting of the 15th and 16th 
centuries is no mere backdrop for his role but an integral part of the history of 
his times and his life. So the English scene, before and at the time of Wolsey's 
birth, the period of the War of the Roses, the preparation for the founding of the 
Tudor dynasty with Henry VII, and, finally, the entrance of Henry VIII, the monarch 
whom Wolsey coached in the devious ways of statecraft- played their several roles in 
this late medieval time of stress, which,bringing about great changes in the social 
order, made it possible for one of Wolsey's birth to achieve prominence among the 
political power elite. The rapid pace of his advance, his ability to seize an op- 
portunity- or a patron, started early; at 15 he received his Bachelor's degree and 
then successively became Master of Arts, Chief Bursar, rector in Somersetshire, 
chaplain at the court of Henry VII, and, under Henry VIII, judge, social reformer, 
educator, and finally diplomatic counselor to the monarch. Here Wolsey's downfall 
during Anne Boleyn's rise is attributed to his allegiance to Rome which was greater 
than that due his king, a loyalty which, given time, was fatal. A biography which 
is essentially a history book and this is no condemnation for it moves with a certain 
grace and attractive style. (LC:57-9320) 


January 21 2/3 


Roueche, Bertrand Little, Brown 
THE INCURABLE WOUND $3.50 


* Further (Eleven Blue Men- 1954) annals of medical detection again have 
their New Yorker. magazine derivation and their particular, precise horror and fas- 
cination. From the psychological imbalance of an amnesiac in Lost, and the manic- 
depressive jag induced by cortisone in Ten Feet Tall, there are some curious to 
frightening physical reactions as well: a dry cleaner's carbon tetrachloride 
poisoning; a woman's sudden death which was traced to a vampire bat later proved to 
have been a carrier of rabies; the pernicious powers of acetylsalicylic acid, other- 
wise known as aspirin, that most generally useful and widely used drug which still 


- accounts for 17,000 poisoning cases- chiefly children; and finally the life or death 


answering service provided by the New York City Poison Control Center which dispenses 
the right antidote in the constant cases of poisoning from household chemicals..... 
These articles combine clinical curiosa with a sharply dramatic human interest appeal 
and there should be a special- but susceptible- market. (1C:58-5653) 
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January 21 


Knight, Arthur Macmillan 
THE LIVELIEST ART $7.50 @ 


eoethe motion picture, is here surveyed from its technical beginnings with 
Edison in 1889 to today's film in depth. Because the history of the film is largely an 
account of directors the world over, the author, film critic for The Saturday Review, has 
stressed the key roles played by such men as D. W. Griffith, Sennett, W.C. Fields, Rene 
Clair, Orson Welles, John Ford, Carol Reed, Rossellini, Hitchcock and Kazan. The several 
movie "schools" are appraised - the French chase and trick films, the film d'art, Italian 
spectacles, the British documentary and the Japanese innovation. The changing trends in 
American film making - Chaplin's contribution, the rise of the star system, the advent of 
censorship, the threat of T.V. and the defects and advantages of the new techniques - are 
recorded and analyzed. The interlocking functions of the inventor, the artist, and the 
audience are keenly assessed. In total, this admirable summing-up to date is a lively 
a of a living art. Contains a bibliography of 100 books on the film. (LC:57- 
12222 


January 22 


Johnson, Gerald Harper 
PERIL AND PROMISE $2.75 


The basis of the book, by this articulate journalist and historian, was the 
Walker-Ames Visiting Professor Lectures at the University of Washington in 1956. The 
book, subtitled An Inquiry into’Freedom of the Press, is concerned with the conditions 
which make for, or work against the maintenance of a healthy public opinion of this country. 
Because "In the U.S. the most important element in the circulatory system of ideas is 
the press" the author sees as "peril" the fact that 81% of our communities have no 
"opposition" newspaper and that the resultant monopolistic publishers are often unwilling 
to accept the responsibilities of monopoly. But he sees "promise" in the American power. 
of recovery from moral loss. The author considers instances of threat to freedom of the 
press and of speech and examines the American attitude toward the role of government and 
the uses of freedom. The book is short, lucid and eloquent. Of value to those who would 
be informed. (LC 358-5753) 


Padover, Saul K. Harper 
THE MIND OF ALEXANDER HAMILTON $5.00 


In this bicentennial year of celebration (among the findings is the doubt cast 
upon its being Hamilton's 200th birthday anniversary after all - but rather his 202nd)- 
with biographies, critiques and appraisals in generous measure - the only one concerned - 
and not concerned a whit- is old Hamilton himself. To repair the loss, we now have an 
impressive, ably edited, judiciously abbreviated bundle of letters, speeches, papers, 
that speak to us in his own words - the major omission being the already sufficiently 
ubiquitous Federalist. To those who are using the current “bicentennial” as an opportunity 
for restudying and re-evaluating Hamilton,- surely to some the bete noir of early American 
history, a collection such as this should be a blessing. It is handy, consecutive, 
revealing and contains enough for anyone short of serious scholarship. From Jefferson's 


biographer it carries weight. (LC:58-5432) 
‘i - ye a \ | " Daw 
Cyaunne, Gert la 2.\\ | | Tan 
Sims; “Edward if. “ % ¥ } D, | Harper 
AMERTCAN-ACES \ : = $3.95 


A history of U.S. military airmen- heavy on combat and color, light on theory 
and data, the narrative races along supersonically with the Great Sky-men and their ad- 


ventures flashing by, barely leaving time to glimpse them. The book lacks and misses solid 
passages of background and tie-in material; it could also be prosier and more thoughtful, 
more speculative. The heroes themselves are skillfully enough sketched and unquestion- 
ably it's all very thrilling. (LC:58-5752) 
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January 22 


Soderberg, P. M. Harper 
THE CARE OF YOUR CAT $3.95 


This adds to a growing library of books on the proper ways to feed, groom, 
nurse and care for the tabby on the hearth, whether it is a pedigreed aristocrat 
or just a cat. Five sections - the life of a cat, feeding, parasites, accidents 
and first aid, illness and disease - counsel the owner on how to choose a kitten, 
how to raise it to insure good health, on to how to cope with the questions of 
emergencies and special problems. Breeding is not a specific concern here but every 
other conceivable aspect of feline well being is considered for humans' more cons- 
cientious attention to having an animal in perfect condition. Good for a first time 
owner as well as for those who want a sound reference book. 16 pages of photographs. 


(LC:57-8195 ) 


Smith, Elbert B. Lippincott 
MAGNIFICENT MISSOURIAN $4.50 


Thomas Hart Benton is probably best known today through Irving Stone's 
fictional biography of his daughter, Jessie Fremont, Immortal Wife, and through his 
namesake, the distinguished modern painter. His historical role deserves to be 
better known today, so this biography, while it lacks the inspirational fire that 
would lift it out of the level of mere adequacy, does meet a definite need. As 
defender, in his day, of the sound money policy, Benton earned the sobriquet "Old 
Bullion". Born in North Carolina, Benton was left fatherless at eight, and in his 
teens was- apparently with due cause- expelled from school after he admitted several 
thefts. His public career began when he became U.S. Senator from Missouri in 1821. 
The major part of his thirty years in the Senate were politically serene, until he 
actively opposed secession (though from a state where the pro-slavery sentiment was 
strong) and protested extension of slavery. A devoted husband and father of the 


fiery Jessie, his domestic life was happy despite the twilight health of his wife 


in mind and body, and his daughter's sensational elopement. This biography dweils 
only passingly on the personal; it is a serious and competently researched record of 
@ man whose character and career were not the stuff of popular appeal. It does fill 
a gap in the record of the preamble to the outbreak of Civil War. (LC:57-12384) 


Fielding, Nancy and Temple Morrow-(Wm. Sloane) 
THE TEMPLE FIELDINGS' SELECTIVE SHOPPING GUIDE TO EUROPE $1.50 


The handy shoppers' compendium which was reviewed on p. 208, has been up- 
dated and revised with an additional new section devoted to Scotland. The inde- 
fatigable Fieldings offer street and shop names in the major European cities. The 
canny and candid patter of earlier Fielding books is with us yet, as they caution, 
counsel and maneuver the reader-shopper through customs, past tourist-traps, in and 
out of recognized establishments dealing in regional specialties -- from cuckoo 
clocks to blown glass, from lace to gloves, cutlery to tweeds, jewelry to antiques 
in Madrid, Munich, London, Copenhagen, Paris, Athens, Dublin, Rome, Florence, Milan, 
Barcelona, Stockholm, Lisbon and Amsterdam. An established market. (LC :57-9112 ) 


January 27 


de Madariaga, Salvador Praeger 
SPAIN: A Modern History $7.50 


One of the last great European liberals and an outstanding Spanish intellec- 
tual, whose role in representing his country abroad and serving her at home entitles 
him to speak authoritatively on her history. This book was published in England in 
1952, but with this first American edition, contains extensive revisions and four new 
chapters bringing the story up to the summer of 1957..... This is an extraordinary 
book, but the market is certainly that of the avid student of Spanish history, the 
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informed scholar in the realm of European history, and the foreign policy departments 
of European capitals. For the average reader interested in Spain, Lawrence Fernsworth's 
Spain's Struggle for Freedom (Beacon) - see report on p. 789 - will supply the real need © 
for a critical survey. But Prof. de Madariaga plumbs depths of his country's history, 

explores the complexities of the Spanish character, sharply criticises the present dic- 
tatorship for scuttling the potentials of the country, evidenced in the early years of 

the century, in political, economic and sociological realms. Backgrounding his searching 
analysis of Spain today is one of the most illuminating of historical studies, actually 

a rounded biography of a country, from the primitive tribes of prehistoric Spain, through 

the complicated pattern of her history, the multi-colored aspects of her people, her rise 

and fall as a world factor, her great figures, -political, cultural, economic, and her 
heartening awakening in the early years of this century. Then war-stifling the hopes, 

setting her back again in every realm of activity, involving her in a Civil War which he 

insists was fundamentally Spanish to the core, the intervention of the Fascists and the 
Communists a secondary- though disastrous aspect. The present regime highlights the 

anomaly of Spain, reveals an internal anarchy, and - through the dominance of the Right 

in the upper echelons and the seething dissatisfaction with betrayal below- leaves the 

way open for Communism. The greatest contribtuion the book makes, probably, is the close- 

up analysis of the Civil War, which he has approached with coldly penetrating detachment. 

Most interesting- for today's readers- is his analysis of the imminent possibility of 

change- and Spain's importance in the world picture. This is an important book, which 

should be in all public libraries where European history is well represented, and in college 
and university libraries. (LC:57-9790) 












































January 30 ! 


Bestic, Captain A. A. Dutton 
KICKING CANVAS $h .50 @ 





A 1908-1909 voyage on the sailing ship Denbigh Castle recalls the author's days 
as an apprentice, inexperienced and protected only by fellow sailors, in a miniature world 
bound around with crises from Cardiff to Fremantle and Mollendo and back to port. The 253 
days at sea gave them two "old men", the first to face the passage around the Horn, the 
second to put down a mutiny on their homeward trip; it brought them ill luck and bad food, 
crashing seas and dissension, long and wearying work that made for instinctive service 
under absolute rule of their masters; and it took a boy - homesick, hungry and miserable 
before the ship even left the dock - through a belly full of deep water experiences. There 
was the ordeal of Bass Strait, the winning of Captain Higgins' wager, the near brushes 
with death on the high seas, navigational off balances, a change over in crews and the 
tumult and fury of storms encountered by a three master. This relives the way it was be- 
fore steam and oil drove the ships, the way inwhich a young one lived out a long passage, 
and as such should have its following among _— ree still give their affection to sail. 


Photographs. (1C:58-5069) _ aN a 
| ™ raf yw 
Warner, Oliver "ition om I Little, Brown-A.M.P. 
VIGTORY: THE LIFE OF LORD NELS $6.50 


Some men seem to make better biographies than actual lives. One suspects this 
of Nelson. Again, he is rich in nuances of mind and spirit, abounding in deeds and daring, 
and his intimacy with Lady Hamilton fulfills as always before the heart's desire of the 
biographer. The substance of Nelson, the integration and impetus of all his behavior, 
continues elusive. In his present avatar, though replete with new detail, the core of the 
man is no clearer nor better ascertained. (With a mental tremble, one begins to wonder 
if such a core really exists.) But the biography itself is well blocked out with emphases © 
happily on the less dynamic naval encounters, but the style tends to creak where it should 
flow and is occasionally archaic. There will be an introduction by Nicholas Monsarrat. 

(LC :58-6026 ) 
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Buchner, Ernst Harry N. Abrams 
ART TREASURES OF THE PINAKOTHEK $20.00 


* The treasures of the Alte Pinakothek, shown in this retrospective survey 
honoring the June, 1957, reopening of the collection's doors after 18 years, include 
Titans from the most creative ages of Western civilization: but there is nothing 
from the French Impressionists and nary an English work. Within the collection of 
15th and 16th century German works are paintings by Durer, Grunewald and Altdorfer. 
The early Netherlands' school is represented by Hieronymos Bosch, and Rogier van der 
Weyden. As Rubens dramatized the Bacchanalian revels of centaur and satyr in major 
mythological scenes and recorded forever his happiness with Helen. Fourment, the 
second wife whom he so often painted, so did Gerard ter Borch, Jan Steen, Franz Hals 
and others interpret the gentle warmth of Dutch interiors, tavern scenes and the 
prosperity of Dutch burghers. From the munificence of 13th-18th century Italy come 
Giotto's woeful Christ on the Cross, Fra Angelico's tender Entombment, Fra Filippo 
Lippi's transcendent Annunciation and the lyric fragility of Leonardo's Virgin and 
Child. Murillo, Velasquez and El Greco, Chardin and Lorrain too are here. The many 
full color plates are demountable while the black and whites are an integral part 
of the book. As the author, director of the state picture collections, points out, 
Rubens is more profusely represented than Rembrandt, spokesman for the Counter 
Reformation. What would this book include, we wonder, had Germany won the war? 
Assessment of one of Europe's major collections. An important art reference work. 


Goldwater, Robert Harry N. Abrams 
GAUGUIN $15.00 


* Perhaps the most illuminating work to date on Gauguin, the man and the 
artist, this biography with 63 reproductions in superb color, is written by the 
director of the Museum of Primitive Art in New York. No word is wasted. We see the 
painter through his works, with many quotations from his letters interpreting their 
splendid barbaric symbolism. Gauguin, the revolutionary, vacillating between 
optimism, self pity, egotism and obsessed by creative drive, questioning the call he 
felt to the tropics, said, ". . . my business is art. .. that is my capital, the 
future of my children, the honor of the name I have given them". As he departed 
for Tahiti in 1891, he wrote ". . . My adored Mette, an adoration often full of 
bitterness . . the future is assured and I will be happy--very happy if you will 
share it with me". The evolution of his rebellion, personal and artistic, is traced 
from its late-day blooming in paintings of the religious peasants of Brittany through 
its flowering in the tropics, where he recreated Eden on canvas, leaving mankind 
the richer for his image of Eve after the Fall --"still able to walk naked, without 
indecency, preserving all her animal beavty". An evocative interpretation, lush with 
exotic woodcuts and paintings, of the wan who rejected civilization for a vision of 
Paradise. 


Grigson, Geoffrey Harry Abrams 
ART TREASURES OF THE BRITISH MUSEUM $12.50 


The British Museum in a colossal warehouse --"a spectacle, a repository and 
den of learning". The author has elected to by-pass all two-dimensional paintings 
or drawings, to concentrate on three dimensional objet d’art. Most are sculptures; 
and the majority represent gods -"named and unnameable" - from Asia, Egypt, Polynesia, 
India or Europe. There are 153 plates in black and white, and a half-dozen in color. 
Not a single piece in the book can be ascribed to an artist by name. This is a 
random personal selection with an amusing dissertation on the ponderous growth of 
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the Museum as a storehouse of rarities, historic curiosities and imperishable artistic 
landmarks. A somewhat eclectic winnowing whose appeal will be to the specialist within 
artistic or ethnological circles. The preface is by Sir Thomas Kendrick, director of 
the Museum. This is not an art publication of universal or popular appeal. Limited. 


Rewald, John Harry N. Abrams 
COMPLETE DEGAS SCULPTURE $12.50 


"This devil of a fellow wants to do sculpture", said the sculptor Bartholome 
of Degas, “but he doesn't want to submit to the laws of that medium. .. When an arm 
goes beyond the sphere of equilibrium and threatens to fall, he reinforces it with a 
match." Few of the many statuettes Degas made in half a century survived his abuses 
of technique. In a spirit of economy he stuffed his modeling materials with bits of 
cork, which ultimately sabotaged the structure. As his failing eyesight lessened his 
activity in drawing and painting, he was occupied more with clay and plastiscene. During 
his lifetime he exhibited only the Little Dressed Dancer - a radical departure, for the 
times, with a tutu of gauze and a real sash about her simple coiffeur. It was spurned 
by the critics and became a focal point of controversy. Here are 114 black and white 
photographs of his bathers, dancers and horses, viewed from several angles. Though there 
are several lovely photographs of the touching and beloved little dancer, this is chiefly 
@ round up of the minor works of a master. Degas was a colorist. These photographs 
encompass his work with form. Limited. | 


PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES OF TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 
Page 


‘765 Keller, Helen- Title from A DAY AT A TIME to original title, THE OPEN DOOR 
(Doubleday ) 

788 Chapman, John- BROADWAY'S BEST 1957- from 11/21 to 12/27 (Doubleday) 

826 Derby, Mark- SUN IN THE HUNTER'S EYES- from 1/? to 3/? (Viking) 

831 Sarton, May- IN TIME LIKE AIR- returned to original publication date, 11/4. 

(Rinehart ) 
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Vol. XXV December 1, 1957 No. 23 
BOOKS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 


TWELVE TO FIFTEEN - FICTION 


Carson, John F. Farrar, Straus & Cudahy 
THE TWENTY-THIRD STREET CRUSADERS $3.00 


- « were boys in serious trouble. They had had suspended sentences after 
an attack on an old man. But when Ed Sorrell, the mysterious stranger, took the boys 
in tow and groomed them into a top-notch basketball team, the boys were rehabilitated 
socially. Though the Reverend Mr. Gilson had doubts about allowing them to use the 
church gym, Sorrel persuaded him to give the boys a chance. As the Twenty Third 
Street Crusaders, the boys became a moral force in the community and brought Sorrell, 
who was trying to atone for neglect of his son, who had died in prison, opportunity 
as coach of the local high school varsity team. There is conviction in the portrayal 
of young toughs resisting, then submitting to society's codes. The tone is grim and 
realistic, but the satisfactory denouement is believable nonetheless. It's a city 
story of boys on the loose on the streets, avoiding by the narrowest of margins, a 
penal institution. A sociological sports story. (2/? LC:58-5320) 


TWELVE TO FIFTEEN- NON-FICTION 


Covenant Series Farrar, Straus & Cudahy 


2/2 $2.75 


Alexander, Lloyd - BORDER HAWK: Anshl Bondi - Anshl Bondi left Vienna with 
his family after participating in the rebellion against Metternich. This second book 
in the Covenant Series, a biographical series recording the contributions of Jewish 
Americans to our national history, follows his efforts to establish Kansas as a free 
state. Bondi changed his first name to August, became silent partner in a store, 
which was raided by ruffians, and was a friend and supporter of John Brown, the "Old 
Man" of Osawotomi, who ultimately was hanged for his insurrectionist seizure of 
Harper's Ferry arsenal. Bondi's own experiences of tyranny in Viennese ghettos 
sparked an undying sympathy for the underdog. Though the author might have spelled 
out a little more clearly the political ramifications of the proslavery massacre at 
Lawrence, Kansas, and Brown's vengeful retaliatory slaughter of five at Pottawatomie, 
the subject and events are complex. In a sense Brown takes the story away from Bondi. 
In a series of this kind, it is important to develop the relationship between a man's 
faith and his deeds. -To serve the purposes of later books in the series, we hope 
there will be clearer depiction of the sources of the hero's values. (1€:57-11225) 


FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


MacLean, Alistair Doubleday 
SOUTH BY JAVA HEAD $3.95 


McLean's third adventure tale takes place immediately after the fall of Sing- 
apore. Corporal Fraser and his exhausted, oddly assorted group, who had retreated from 
Malaya, must escape the ravaged city. Here is a tale of espionage and counter-espionage;: - 
of a mysterious Brigadier playing the part of a drunk, who seeks to deliver a stolen | 
Japanese plan for invasion of Australia; a story of mixed loyalties, of betrayals and | 
of hair's-breadth escape, with a modicum of romance and more than a touch of sentiment. 
Two thirds of the story carries conviction - but the most credulous will question the 
final miracle of escape. (Full report on p. 820. 1/2. LC:58-5576) 
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Roark, Garland Doubleday 
THE LADY AND THE DEEP BLUE SEA $3.95 



































Captain Broadwinder had won the adulation of all ports where his melodramatic 
entry --all sails full - was his trademark. But Mr. Cartwright, owner of his line, 
questioned whether Broadwinder could put sound judgement ahead of drama? It was Jenny, 
the captain's wife, who won Cartwright's half agreement to a supreme test - a race from 
Melbourne to Boston. It is a story of the race, of the chance that almost lost the 
captain his ship -- and his nerve, of the accident that wrote finis to a life, and brought 
Jenny to a costly decision, to save her husband's fame. Roark's best story. (Full report 


on p. 847. 1/16. 10:58-5659) 


Seton, Anya Houghton, Mifflin 
| THE WINTHROP WOMAN $4.95 


* The life of Elizabeth Winthrop, niece (and for a time, daughter-in-law) of John 
Winthrop, inflexible Governor of the Bay Colony, is told as a story rooted in fact, 
authentic in historical, regional and period background and at the same time conveys the 
deeply emotional character and problems of her three marriages. Her life, as it developed 
its strangely contradictory pattern, with its loves, its hates, its tragedies, its drama 
makes the years of the founding of New England come alive, no more the colorless, staid, 
unimpassioned picture our early school histories have made it. All of the key people are 
here in a panorama which conveys the early struggle for survival in Greenwich, then Dutch 
territory. An absorbing story in which the happenings grow out of the characters --there 
is much here that will be wholly new to most readers. A novel of permanent worth. (Full 
report on p. 845. 1/9. LC:58-5830) 





O'Daniel, Janet Lippincott 
© GENESEE $3.95 


* A regional novel in the historical tradition paints a vivid picture of the 
opening of lovely Genesee Valley, south of Rochester. Against the background of river 
valley is told a story of pioneers who settled with an eye to the future, locking horns 
with those trail blazers who were driven always forward and onward. Cyrus Fairchild 
belonged to the settlers, but his first winter might well have been his last had not 
Marcus Hook come to the rescue at the crucial moment. There is a build-up of the tension 
surrounding the unsought, little understood war of 1812, as it involved the ragged fringe 
of civilization. Adventure is here --with romance, more often thorny than not. Above 
average. (Full report on p. 851. 1/22. LC:57-11949) 


Norris, Helen Macmillan 
FOR THE GLORY OF GOD $2.50 


* This is a story, poetic in its simplicity, of youth and innocence in the service 
of God. Carl, 19, a seminary student, was sent by his bishop to replace elderly Rev. Mr. 
Massey, in a small mountain top village which had a miniature cathedral. But the 
cathedral had no congregation because it had been built by Grover Kane, a vicious man, 
who in his final days, had tried to bargain for eternity with God by offering a cathedral 
"For the Glory of God’. Carl thought it was his youth that kept people away. Miles 
Stoner told Carl the story of Kane and how the cathedral was built; he would not attend 
the church. Carl knew that the church needed only one other -"wherever two or three 
gather in My Name..." and Stoner, reluctantly, became that first other. A brief, beautiful 
tale told with delicacy and sensibility. (Full report on p. 852. 1/28. 1C:58-6212) 
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Hough, Henry Beetle Random House 
THE NEW ENGLAND STORY $3.75 


Substitute Melville for Templeton, Captain Ahab for Captain Enoch Adams, 


Moby Dick for Bildad's Locker - and you'll have the springboard which provided impetus 


for this uniquely "New England Story" . . . Edgecomb Hartwell came to Martha's Vine- 
yard, an author-publisher in search of the facts in the life story of Captain Enoch 
Adams -- prototype of Templeton's greatest character. Though "fattish,,seamy and 
soiled", Harriet Craddock, his landlady, one of the "natives" whom he initially 
discounts, he comes to know the whole Adams' story and its ramifications. It is a 
story meriting the definition "far out the coils of the New England line" - as it 
follows the lives of Enoch and his three wives and his wastrel son, Argalis. A 
Literary Guild selection. (Full report on p. 826. 1/7/58. LC:57-10046) 


Hutchison, Margaret St. Martin's Press 
TAMARAC | $3.95 


This story of a girl growing up in a Canadian lumber camp is toid with 
warmth and love for the land. The saw mill was the focal point for the fates of 
Tamarac families. In good times Janet and Jessie Cameron could drive to high school 
in "Lulu", the shiny blue car. It made too for tragedy for it maimed and embittered 
Robert Giraud, liveliest member of a zestful family. Janet, the elder, became a 
teacher to help Jessie, her sister, through school. Boarding in drab, dreary towns 
so unlike the lovely Tamarac of childhood days, she became trapped by her town and 
the memory of it before the Depression. Lives in microcosm against an integral 
background are vividly recounted in capturing, nostalgic prose. (Full report on p. 


848. 1/16. ) 


Derby, Mark Viking 
SUN IN THE HUNTER'S EYES $3.00 


When Robert Avery was sent out to Singapore to trace Andrew, a lost cousin, 
who may or may not be living - and who is heir to a fortune which goes to his cousins 
if he is dead, he did not expect successive attacks on his life; he didn't expect 
the dark cloak of mystery and violence to descend soswiftly; and certainly he didn't 
expect the mystery girl, Nona, whom he had met in England, to reappear. Intrigue, 
blackmail, taut,narrow escapes make an exciting spellbinder -- one of Derby's best. 
(Full report on p. 826. 1/? LC:58-5401) 


NON-FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Reeder, Colonel Red Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
THE STORY OF THE CIVIL WAR $3.50 


The author of popular boys' books about the Civil War here records the 
conflicts of the Civil War, battle by battle, on the ridges, in the orchards, the 
thickets and meadows -- the terrain explored, the leaders analyzed in their strengths 
and weaknesses. The South's beloved Robert E. Lee; his generals, Stonewall Jackson, 
Longstreet, Jeb Stuart, Johnson; and pitted against them, the cautious McClellan, 
"Old Brains" Halleck, Pope, and,of course, U.S. Grant. Here is the bloody litany 
of Bull Run, Shiloh, the Peninsular Campaign, Gettysburg, Vicksburg. The facts are 
here unadorned by literary pretensions - surely not the book -- but another book on 
the Civil War. (Full report on p. 834. 1/2/58. LC:57-5561) 


Ashmore, Harry S. Norton 
AN EPITAPH FOR DIXIE $3.50 


Ultimately, the Little Rock school crisis will be solved by the school children | 


themselves. But meantime a clearer understanding of the issues is needed by young 
and old. Harry Ashmore, controversial editor of the Arkansas Gazette and bitter foe 
of the governor, here analyzes the changing climate of opinion in the Deep and Middle 
South, from the Civil War conclusion to today. He traces the decay of Southern 
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aristocracy; Southern mysticism, composed of pride and chauvinism; the Negro's failure 
to exercise and implement the rights he has been given; all the factors that add up to © 


fertile soil for demagogues,- the Cotton Eds, the Bilbos, the Eastlands. He recognizes 
that a new social order may require another generation or so to make. While Ashmore 
shares the moral dilemma of intellectuals, educators and journalists of the South, he is 
sanguine in the long range. This is timely and objective. (For full report see p. 829. 
1/10/58. LC:58-5150) 


Gleason, Ralph, J.- £d. Putnam 
JAM SESSION $4 .95 


A lovingly assembled collection of pieces about jazz then - its revival now- 
and some of the men of the jam session - is sparked with the excitement of its subject. 
There are sketches of Beiderbecke and Berrigan, Eddie Condon and Jelly Roll Morton, Dizzie 
Gillespie and Errol Garner, along with some less known names but greater talents. There's 
the musician's approach to a jam session, the Newport Festival, the commercial angles on 
what is now a big business, and one - only one short story. Definitely for the dedicated, 
and for others this is more expressive than earlier books on jazz. (Full report on p. 


856. 1/17. LC:57-6725) 


Swanberg, W. A. Scribner 
FIRST BLOOD, The Story of Fort Sumter $5.95 


No one seriously believed that 600 odd men, lacking everything from food to 
cartridge bags, divided in authority, uncertain what course the government wanted them to 
take, could hurl back the Confederate thousands. Major Anderson and Captain Doubleday dared 
not even take the proper defensive measures for fear of inciting the Charlestonians and 
setting off a war. The press, municipal and State leaders, created a hell of accusation 
against Lincoln and his Yankee forces at Sumter. In Washington there was indecision, 
dissension and confused reports. A Book of the Month Club selection, this presents the 
fort's last gallant bloodless stand with color and verve. (Full report on p. 854. 1/27.) 

( LC :57-12065 ) 





Harriman, Margaret Case World 
AND THE PRICE IS RIGHT $4 £00 


* A human story of retailing at its best -and fun reading. R. H. Macy will be 
100 years young next year and this biography of the store is youthful, buoyant, humorous 
and interesting. Captain R. H. Macy failed in Boston and in California before he ventured 
another store on New York's 14th Street, still determined that it was the people who counted. 
The two great Straus brothers, Isidore and Nathan, who gave Macy's its big impetus, were 
less concerned with their successful venture in glass and china than in the people they 
sold to. With promotion, prestige and profits, it grew to a 4 million plus business. Here 
are the humor and problems, the complaints and troubles of every aspect of retailing. 
Macy's has become a name to conjure with, not because of its bigness, but because of its 
understanding of people, employees and customers alike. Illustrated by Ray Doty. (Full 
report on p. 854. 1/20. LC:58-5769) 


PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES OF TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 





812 (J-294) Rice, Charles D. (Dodd Mead) THE LITTLE DOG WHO WORE EARMUFFS - publisher 
incorrectly reported as Coward-McCann. 





